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NEWDETAILS TEXAS FLU 


Flu rampant in swaths of Texas 


7adults have died from the 
flu in Travis County, with 2 
more months left in season. 


ByJulle Chang 
Jchang@statesmancom 


It's shaping up to be another bad 
flu season for Texans with dozens of 
deaths related to the illness already 
reportedandat least two more months 
of the season to go. 


Dallas County officials have reported 
18 flu deaths — all adults — so far. A 
3-year-old who did not receive a flu 
jot has died in the San Antonio area. 
‘Travis County officials have confirmed 
seven adult deaths, already more than 
in each of the previous two years. 

“The whole state has seen an 
increase, although the very last week 
in December there may have been a 
slight drop in some of the indicators 
— just slight so we don't know if it’s 
peaked yet,” said Philip Huang, med- 


ical director of Austin Public Health 
State officials have seen a spike in 
cases a little earlier than is typical. 
‘The predominant strain of the virus 
this season is H3N2, which was also 
the most common flu type three years 
ago when Travis County saw 17 deaths. 
‘Making matters worse, H3N2 has 
been mutating as it spreads across 
the country, possibly making it more 
resistant to this season’s vaccine. A 


Flucontinuedon Al2 


‘THEFLU: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
Whatare the symptoms? Fever or chills. cough, sore 
throat, runny or stuffy nase, muscle or ody aches, 
headaches, fatigue and vomiting and diarrhea, which 
ismore common inyoung children than adults. 
Howdoesit spread? Through small droplets from 
people who are talking, coughing or sneezing. 

How topravent it? Get an annual flu shot. cover 
‘coughs and sneezes with the crook of the arm, wash 
hands with warm soap and water, and stay homelf 
sick. 


TRUMP PRESIDENCY IMMIGRATION 


Rivals seek 
immigration 
compromise 


Republicans, Democrats 
have varied aims during 
window of opportunity. 


DEADLY CALIFORNIA MUDSLIDES 


ALSOINSIDE 
» McCaul offers new GOP bill, A6 
» Agents hit 7-Eleven stores, A6 


ByAndrewTaylorand Alan Fram 
Associated Press 


protected by an Obama-era pro- 
gram called Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, or DACA. 
‘Trump still wants his border wall, 
though he’s toned down what 
that means. Conservatives are 
watching with a wary eye, fear- 
ing he will strike a soft compro- 
mise that could infuriate their — 
and his — political base heading 
into this year's elections. 

‘The No. 2 lawmakers of each 
of Capitol Hill's quadrants of 
power — Republicans and Dem- 
ocrats in both House and Sen- 
ate — touched gloves Wednes- 
day afternoon, deputized for 


WASHINGTON — Backed by the 
White House, Democratic and 
Republican lawmakers duginto a 
politically fraught search for com- 
promise on immigration Wednes 
day, seeking to take advantage of 
awindow of opportunity opened 
by President Donald Trump. 
They're under pressure to find 
a breakthrough before a dead- 
line next week that could lead 
to a government shutdown nei- 
ther side wants. 

Democrats want urgent action 
to stave off deportation of some 
800,000 immigrants currently 


Hazards indisaster’s aftermath 


Firefighters clear debris froma mudslide as they try to fix a gas leak Wednesday in Montecito, California. 
Atleast 17 people have died after massive mudslides, triggered by a drenching rainstorm, crashed through 
‘the town early Tuesday morning. The deluge destroyed 100 houses and damaged 300 others, Santa 
Barbara County authorities said. Thirteen people are missing. Story, AIO /USTNSWLLVAN /GETTY MAGES 
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STATESMAN IN-DEPTH AUSTIN SCHOOLS 


Partner sought to save school 


Mendez Middle could be 
closed by state ifitagain 
fails to meet standards. 


VIRTUAL CURRENCY 


Texas regulators step in 
as bitcoin frenzy grows 


ALSOINSIDE 
» Household-name firms getin 
onthe currency craze, B6 


as a university or nonprofit, to 
help turn around its history of 
poor test scores and low student 
@ achievement. 

‘A new law, Senate Bill 1882, 
offers the district more money 
per student at the school and 
a two-year reprieve from state 
sanctionsif the district partners 
with a charter school operator or 
SSF other outside entity. 

But most Mendez parents, stu- 
dents and community members 
have said they are leery of open- 


Mendez Middle School 


ByDanZehr 
dzehr@statesmancom 


‘The skyrocketing value of bit- 
coin and the launch of several 
new virtual currencies in recent 
months has attracted a wave of 
new investors and speculators. 

Ithasalso attracted the eyes of 
federal and state securities regu- 
lators across the country. 

The Texas State Securities 
Board ratcheted the scrutiny 
upa notch in recent weeks, and 


it has issued the country's first 
state-level orders against firms 
allegedly offering cryptocurren. 
cy-telated investments in the state, 

In the orders, State Securities 
Commissioner ‘Travis Iles said 
the two overseas companies, USL 
TECH and BitConnect, offered 


Mendez Middle School has not 
‘met state academic standards for 
four years in a row and could be 
closed by the state if it fails again 
this school year — something that 
has happened just twice to Aus- 
tin schools. 

But instead of waiting until sum- 


mer to find out, Austin school 
district leaders are launching a 
plan to save Mendez by team- 
ing with an outside group, such 
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New Homes for the New Year! 


ible prizes including gym 
ips, fitness trackers and much more. 


